Newspaper Clips

June 19, 2013

Fublication: The Times Of India Delhi; Date: Jun 12, 2013;3ection: Times Ascent;Page: 41;

What are the to’p priorities of the HR

Ministry today?

While there are many pricrities before

the Ministry the three areas requiring

top-most attention ane;

i, Improving learning outcomes at
all levels;

il. Meeting the shortage of
faculty /teachers at all levels;

ili. Industry-academia linkages to
ensure better emplovability of our
graduates as also skilling of our
youth.

Implementing the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education Act -
2008; strengthening secondary education;
reducing the gender;, social and regional
gaps in enrolment, dropouts and
improving school retention;
improving quality of education
through the use of ICT; achieving
literacy targets and a synergy
between literacy and skill
development are some of the
priorities in the school ¥
sector

In higher
education,
mcreasing our ||‘
Gross Enrolment !
Ration (GER) from
the present 188 per
cent to 25.2 by 2017
and reaching 20 per
cent by 2020isa
major priority A
national mission on
teachers and
teaching is also
being launched
to address
current issues
such as alack of
availability of
qualified
teachers and to
attract talent
into the teaching
profession.

My Ministry
has notified the
Naticnal

processes and improve employvability of
our graduates. The corporate sector can
collaborate with the academia with
varving funding cormmitments - ranging
from direct owmnership and management
of nstitutions to callaborating with
higher education institutions in research,
faculty development, infrastructure
creation, student scholarships and
governance. The recommendation by the
Marayana Murthy Committee to setup
the *Council for Industry and Higher
Education Collaboration’ (CIHEC) to
facilitate industryv-institute collaborations
is indeed the way forward.

etc have helped in improving the overall
entropy within the system. We have taken
several policy decisions to introduce
finishing school programmes as
supplementary training schools to
enhance emnployability

With an aim to strengthen the
industry-academia tie-up, the
government has announced a series
of measures including the setting
up of an‘incubation fund: How is
that shapingup?

1 fee] having an industry incubation

fund is worth considering though the

employability

Ministry’s various initiatives
to foster employment and
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research capabilities of our iustimtimg
and also make them centres of
fnowledge creation’ rather than
fnowledge dissemination’. The

The Ministry will also launch the
National Employability Enhance-
ment Mission (NEEM) through
AICTE. Whatis its objective?

The objective of M EEM is to offer on-the-job
practical training to enhance the employa-
kility of a person either pursuing his/her
graduation/diplomna inany technical ar non-
technical stream or someone who has dis-
continued his‘her degree or diploma course
to increase employability. Any
societytrusticompany registerad under sec-
tion 25 of Companiss Act, 1956 shall be eligi-
ble to apply for registration as a NEEM
agent.We believe this initiative will bring the
educational institutes and industry together
for training. intems hips and consequently
better e mplovability.

an incubation centre
on the campus if there
are matching grants
available from the

WE need to transform
our institutions from centres of
knowledge dissemination

to hubs of
creation

knowledge

Vocational
Gualification
Framework (NVEQEF), where professional
education imparted by the technical
mstitutions under the university system
and polytechnics under the technical
boards will provide basic skills required
for transforming students as employable.

The Ministry is setting-up an
"Academia-Industry Interface Council’
Whatis the agenda of the Council?
The Academia-Industry Interface Couneil
is an important initi atve where we want
to promote cutting-eclge research,
improve the quality of teaching-learning

Many students whio venture into the
corporate world aren't job-ready.
How can they increase their
‘employability quotient”?

The current university education
framework develops the student’s
analytical, reascning and logical skills,
=0 that he/she is in a position to find
meaningful employment. Cur
university curricula are redundant. It
is also true that there are gaps in our
education system. Various initiatives tc
promote industry interaction, mandatory
internships, setting up of research parlks,

industry, The institute
will need to provide about 2500 — 2000 sq ft
on the campus for this to happen. Cluster
colleges can also participate in this,
Research parks, such as the one we
have at II'TMadras, will also play an
important role.

How is the Ministry addressing the
employability gap inTier 2and 3
cities?

We have set up several new higher and
technical institutions, including
polytechnics during the XI Five Year
Plan, which covers the Tier 2 and 3 cities,
In addition, the Technical Education
Quality Improvement Programme
(TEQIF) is bringing about a quality
infusion and strengthening the soft power
of our state engineering institutions.
Recopnising the need for 1T skills of
different sectors, we are setting up 20 new
Indian IT institutes in this plan period.

What steps has the government
taken to create universities of an
intemational repute in India as there
aren’t many Indian institutions in the
top world rankings?

We need to enhance the

SHAREYOURVIEWS ONTHIS
INTERVIEW BY CLICKING ON

‘CORPORATE LIFE' AT
wwwLltsMyAscant.com/Career Advice

Mirustry of Human Resource
Development is in the process of
enabling institutions to have
collaborations with other institutions
globally, so as to help them evolve as
‘centres of excellence’. We are also
establishing 50 centres of excellence in
frontier areas of science.

Calling for greater private sector
involvement,glrou once said that the
industry should engage itself

more in terms of notonly
funding, but also skill-
development, innovation
and entretreneurshi p. How
can these be achieved?

The target to enhance access to
higher education by creating
ten million additional seats
aligned to the skill needs of the
economy; calls for more
innovative and viable modes of
funding higher education.
NVEQF offers students an
alternate path that can offer
employment and provides an
opportunity to acquire a
degree or diploma. Having said
that, we all lmow that skill-
building can only be imparted
by the industry or it assoeiates, We
need a greater involvement of

the industry not only in

providing skills, but also in
promotion of innovation and
encouragement of entrepreneurship
among our youth.

viremnaidugtimesgroup.com
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Blech degree in humanities
marries streams, subjects

Manash Pratim Gohain | tas

New Delhi: The 40 students
who will be enrolled for
BTech in humanities from
Delhi University in the 2013-
14 academic session will get
the option of studying at
multiple colleges  during
their undergraduate course.
Thev will also get to choose
their own papers under the
Meta College concept. Inter-
estingly, one half of their se-
mester will be spent outside
the classroom in deve loping
Innovations, meeting peo-
ple, and learning something
[ L= N

The ambitious Meta Col-
lege is an initiative with no
precedent in the university
gystern in the countrw
Launched by DU under its
Cluster Innovation Centre in
October 2012, CIC isnow pre-
paring to admit its second
batch for which the applica-
tion forms will be available
online from June 27. The ap-
plication formswill be avail-
able onthewebsite of CICtill
Julv 15,

Only those first-vear stu-
dents who will enrol them-

TEST DATES

Management studies, French,
German, Hispanic studies,
[talian studies | June 26

Music | July 4, 5
BEIEd, Hindi patrakaritz |
June 23

BTech/BS in innovation {with
mathematics and T}, BTech
in humanities | July 21

selves ina course in a regu-
lar DU college or School of
Open Learning during the
ongoing admission process
under the four-vear under-
sraduate programme are eli-
gible to apply. Those who do
well inthe entrance test will
becalled for an interview for
finalselection. The entrance
test and interview will carry
a value of 75 per cent and 25
per cent, respectivel v

The current crop of 40
students pursuing BTech in
humanities has reached
their second semester in
which they have chosen to
study subjects of their inter-
est at different collegesofthe
university. Students in the

first semester studied com-
mon papers inmathematical
awareness, art of communi-
cation, impact of technolo-
gv: philosophical implica-
tions and cultural diversity
and linguistic plurality be-
sidesresearch methodologw
In the second semester,
these students choose indi-
vidual papers at North Cam-
pus colleges like Shri Ram
College of Commerce and
Hindu College as well as of f-
campuscolleges and evende-
partments. No more than
five students are allowed to
study inthe same college.
There are students in the
first batch like Pallavi Tirky
who first took admission in
English (honours) in 8t Ste-
phens and then shifted to
BTech in humanities and is
at present working on a pro-
ject on of turning the tribal
stories into books for chil-
drenforwhichthatalsohada
workshop with Katha, Then
there are her peers who are
working on various otherre-
search projects and who
have also worked with po-
licemen and doctors on hu-
man skills and sciences.
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Now, suicide-proof ceiling fan

Cardiologist’s Contraption With Springs Set To Prevent Deaths

Marnjari Mishra | Tan

Jabalpur: When German
engineer Philip H Diehi in-
ventedthe ceilingfan in 1852,
he had no elue that apart
from providing comfort dur-
Ing summers, his invention
will vervoften be put to use to
commit suicide. But there
could soon bea remedy:

A Madhya Pradesh car-
diologist has invented a sui-
cide-proof ceiling fan. R 8
Sharma. a professor at the
GovernmentMedical College
inJabalpur, calls it *a simple
contraption rigged up by us-
ngplain commeon sense”,

The inspiration came
from a real life experience
when a teenaged boy in his
neighbourhood  committed
suicideafter failingthe Class
X1l examinaton. His incon-
solable mother kept cursing
theday she replaced the table
fan with a ceiling fan in his
room, Sharma recalled.

SUDDEN DEAT

immaolation poisan
Flgure In % Source: National crime
meconds buran 1011

That zet the doctor think-
ing— howto design aceiling
fan with built-in safety fea-
tures so that it can’t be used
as a too] of death. & weel of

hard thinking and several
trips to the welders and me-
chanics later; Sharma had
come upwitha solution.
The device has a hollow
metal tube inside the fan's
shaft to which the motor and
blades are attached. Hinged
to the shaft are four heavy
springs designed to take an
additicnal weight of 25 g be-
gsides the motor and the
blades. The moment the limit
set for the optimwm weight is
exceed ed, the springs uncaoil,
leadingtoascftlanding of the
person without stretching of
the neck or straining the
nocse, explained Sharma.
“Hanging causes disloca-
tion of atlanto axial (upper
cervical segment of the spi-
nal cord) and compression
on medulla oblongata fupper
neck bonesithat control vital
centres of respiration and
heart. But the victims are not
aware of it. They normally
diedue to compressionof ca-

rotid arteries (located on
both sides of the neck which
supply blood to the brain
and the resultant asphyxia.
This death could be extreme-
Iy painful and prolonged as
the victim remains suspend-
ed in the air till the end
comes,” he said.

“With the stretchable shaft,
the risk of “fest- above- the
ground posi tion iseliminated.
The maxitnum harm could be
a few bruises,” he said.

The professor hasapplied
for patent and hopes thiswill
be usedin all homes and hos-
tels. “Worried over the spi-
raling suicide graph in the
IITs, afour-member commit-
tee had suggested replace-
ment of ceiling fans with
pedestal fans. All they have
to do is to install this device
which will cost only Rs 450
and breathe easy,” said Shar-
ma who is now working for
anaesthetic designof his in-
novative contraption.
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238 MORE SEATS
UP FOR GRABS IN
[ITs THIS YEAR

Bhavya Dore

® bhavya.dore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: More than 200 seats have
been added this year at Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs)
across the country, taking the
total number of seats available
to 9,885. The new counselling
brochure for students who clear
the Joint Entrance Exam-
Advanced (JEE-Advanced), put
up on the website on Tuesday,
contains details of seat avail-
ability, counselling process, etc.

Last year, 9,647 seats were
allotted through the JEE-
Advanced. This year, the figure
has gone up by 238 seats.

“The newer II'Ts have started
a few courses — that’s how the
number would have increased,”
said HC Gupta, chairperson for
JEE 2013, “Starting new cours-
es depends on individual insti-
tutes and their faculties.” The
number of new seats available
through the open category is up
from 4,722 to 4,844,

The brochure also spells out
the admission process for those
who clear the exams when
results are announced on June
23: candidates have to clear two
exams and also be in the top 20
percentile of their Class 12 board.



HT New Delhi

PIL filed in SC on US
surveillance of internet data
NEW DELHI: The issue of the
US National Security
Agency monitoring internet
data of India on Tuesday
reached the Supreme Court
with a PIL filed seeking its
direction to the Centre to
initiate action against inter-
net companies for sharing
information with foreign
authority in “breach” of con-

tract and violation of right to

privacy. The PIL, filed by a

former dean of Law Faculty

of Delhi University, professor
S N Singh, alleged such large

scale spying by the USA
authorities 1s detrimental to
national security and urged
the apex court to intervene
in the matter.

WANT 10 GET
INNOVATIVE?

HT Education Correspondent

luster Innovation
Centre (CIC), a
flagship centre of

the University of Delhi
started in September
2011 with the aim of
interlinking academia,
society and industry
through innovative
activities, offers four-
year undergraduate
programmes -
BTech/BS innovation
with mathematics and
IT and BTech humani-
ties (under Meta college
concept). Admission to
these courses will start
soon.

Students enrolled in
any of the regular
courses at the universi-
ty are eligible to apply
for admission to the
BTech/BS in innovation
in mathematics and IT.
To apply for BTech
humanities, a student
needs to be enrolled in
any programme of
study in any college,
School of Open
Learning or Non-
Collegiate Women's
Education Board. The
entrance exam form for
these courses for the
current academic ses-
sion are available from
June 27, 2013.

The last date for sub-
mission is July 15, 2013.
The entrance exam will
be conducted on July 21,
2013. Admission to
these courses is through
a written exam followed
by an interview of the
shortlisted students.

=

orms can be taken
from CIC or down-
loaded from
www.cic.du.ac.in or
www.du.ac.in
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Govt plans to license 'brand Aakash'

Any company meeting certain criteria would be able to use the brand

SURABHI AGARWAL
New Delhi, 18 June

Imost on the verge of

being buried after a

series of faux pas and
controversies, the government
is now trying to salvage its low-
cost tablet project, Aakash, by
turning it into a brand name.
Any government agency or pri-
vate company meeting certain
criteria and specifications
would be able to use the brand,
according to government offi-
cials directly involved in the
matter.

An inter-ministerial panel
has finalised a set of specifica-
tions for tablets and is in the
process of laying down a pro-
cedure to license the brand

' name Aakash.

“The entire Aakash project
was a government of India ini-
tiative but several companies

. are driving mileage out of its

publicity by selling anything in

i - the name of Aakash,” said Rajat

Moona, director general of the
Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (CDAC),
the government’s technology
research and development arm.
Private companies can
‘license the Aakash logo’ if they
conform to the set specifica-
tions, Moona added. “The
Centre for Development of
Telematics may be roped in to
award the licences, but the pro-
posal is yet to be finalised.”
The Aakash project was
conceptualised in 2010 by the
then Union minister of human
resource development (HRD)
Kapil Sibal as the world’s
cheapest tablet costing $35
(X2,060 today). This was to be
indigenously developed as an
educational tool for students.
However, several controversies
relating to the quality of the
product and the delay in its
delivery came up soon after the
first Aakash tablet was
unveiled in October 2011.
Recently, the HRD ministry

Navbharat Times ND 19.06.2013 Education Times p-1

said in the future, the govern-
ment might focus more on

) the infrastructure and
the educational content rather
than developing the hardware.
This indicates the government
might not go ahead with the
earlier plan of distributing five
million Aakash tablets after the
pilot project involving 100,000
devices.

While the HRD ministry is
still to figure out its plan of
action with regard to Aakash,
the scope of the tablet has
expanded beyond educational
institutes to segments such as
e-governance and other gov-
ernment departments, a gov-
ernment official said.

“To make it easier for a gov-
ernment department to pro-
cure such devices and to
ensure that certain quality
standards are met, we are man-

these minimum specifi-
cations,” said the official,

anonymity.
According to CDAC's

Moona, while the basic specifi-
cations of the tablet will remain
the same, the respective
departments can develop
applications relevant to their
operations for the tablets.

The inter-ministerial panel
will soon release the specifica-
tions after some final
approvals, Moona added.

The comprises officials
from the ministries of HRD,
communications and informa-
tion technology, along with
several professors from various
Indian Institutes of
Technologies and CDAC.

As per the mandate, the
tablet will have to have at least a
7-inch capacitive screen with
one gigabyte (GB) of Random
Access Memory, and 4 GB of
internal SD card memory
expandable up to 32 GB.

The tablet should be
Android-based (Google's mobile

operating system) with an

option to also support open
source software Linux.
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